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Sir: 

The OfiSce Action mailed September 11, 2003 has been carefully considered- In response 
thereto, plea$e enter the following amendments and consider die following remarks. 
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AME N DMENTS 

1. (currently amended) An apparatus for purifying air used as a raw material in ciyogenic 
air s<3pararion that separates nitrogen and oxygen mainly by distilling the air at low temperatures, 
comprising: 

an adsorber comprising an adsorption cylinder that comprises a first adsorbing layer and 
a second adsorbing layer, wherein the first adsorbing layer comprises a first adsorbent capable of 
selectively adsorbing water hi the air and the second adsorbing layer comprises a second 
adsorbent capable of selectively adsorbing nitrogen o5ddes and/or hydrocarbons in flie air passing 
the first adsorbing layer, wherein 

the second adsorbent comprises an X zeolite containing magnesium ion as an ion- 
excbangeable cation, and a magnesium-exchange ratio in total cations of th e X zeolite is higher 
than 40% , 

Claim 2: canceled 

Claim 3: canceled. 

4. (currently amended) An apparanis ^fi *^aoirrt - ;3 = for purifidng air used as a raw 
matern al in cryogenic air separation that sep arates nitrogen and oxygen mainly^ by distiUmg the 
air at low temperatures, contprising : 

an adsorber comprising an adsorption cylinder t hat comprises a first a dsorbing layer and 
a second adsorbing layer, wherein the first adsorbing layer comprises a first adsorbent capable of 
selectively adsorbing water in t he air and/^e second layer co mprises a second 
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